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vIn stating our aims, we have always laid the 
| biggest stress on the educational purpose of our 
_ organization. No programme, therefore, with this 
/ in view, could afford to ignore so important an 
item as the provision of library facilities, not only 
for instruction, but for change, comfort, and 
» relaxation. 

The need of the country dweller in this respect, as 
we should know best, is much greater than that of 
» the town resident, who usually has access to a library 
' and for whom so many other amenities exist. 

In fact, the further removed country people 
| are from the towns, the more self-contained they 
| must be, but as long as they have access to books, 
there is no reason at all why they should be cut 
| off intellectually, and they could hardly find 
better means of keeping them in touch with the 
' outside world or abreast of modern times. Books, 
'more than anything else, would develop their 
| cultural interests and above all provide them with 
/ much needed recreation in a life that is apt to 
become an endless cycle of purely practical toil. 

We recognized all this very early in the history 
of our organization, but when we looked round for 
centres from which such facilities could be drawn, 
we found that they were practically non-existent, 
or, if available, too costly except for the well- 
to-do. Very few rural people, certainly not many 
of those that we were trying to reach, could afford 
to pay an annual subscription to a town library 
and on top of that the cost of postage or railage. 
But even had books been available, it is doubtful 
if, at that time, there would have been much 
demand for them. Reading with our country 
people had become very nearly a lost art. The 
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majority of those residing in the remoter areas 
had little or no education. Apart from the Bible, 
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1 Paper read at the South African Women’s Agri- 
| cultural Union Congress in Pretoria in-October 1945. 


THE WOMEN’S AGRICULTURAL UNION AND RURAL 
LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT IN THE TRANSVAAL’ 


Mrs. E. Hestop 


few homes had any literature at all and still 
fewer received papers and periodicals from any 
outside source. 

To a large extent country people, in the circum- 
stances in which they lived, did not have the time 
or opportunity to read. 

They rose early and retired early. “Who has 
the inclination after a hard day’s work to take up 
a book and read ?” they would ask. They had 
yet to learn that relaxation can be found in more 
ways than one and that a quiet read is one of the 
best ways known for providing relief and pleasure. 

This, then, was the position as we found it 
when the Women’s Section, Transvaal Agricul- 
tural Union, came into being in 1925. 

Two tasks lay very clearly before us—the first 
to induce our members to read and the other to 
strive for the establishment of a rural free library 
service to meet their needs once the habit of 
reading had been acquired. 

The first step we took was to find out how this 
problem had been met in the older countries. 
A Farmers’ Tour of Great Britain and the Con- 
tinent had been planned for 1927. In the party 
to travel overseas were our President, Mrs. 
O’Connor, and Miss Jackson of the Department 
of Agriculture. It was arranged that the latter 
should take special note during her travels of any 
rural library services in the countries included in 
their itinerary and to embody in a report any 
suggestions that could be usefully employed in 
establishing a similar service here. This report 
is still available and makes interesting reading. 

In the same year, unknown to us, Dr. F. P. 
Keppel and Mr. James Bertram, President ‘and 
Secretary respectively of the Carnegie Corpora- 
tion of New York (one of the organizations 
created by the late Andrew Carnegie “for human 
welfare and the extension of learning’’) visited 
South Africa, Rhodesia, and British East Africa. 





74 


As a result, the Corporation undertook a number 
of projects in these countries, on which it proposed 
to spend a sum of £100,000 during the succeed- 


ing five years. One of these projects was the 
improvement and extension of library services 
in South Africa. 

As a first step the Corporation, acting in 
conjunction with the Government and existing 
libraries in South Africa, sent out to this country 
in 1928 two expert librarians, Mr. S. A. Pitt, 
City Librarian of Glasgow, Scotland, and Mr. 
Milton J. Ferguson, State Librarian of California, 
to survey the existing library services and to 
formulate in co-operation with librarians and 
others a scheme for the consideration of the 
Union Government and other authorities in 
South Africa and the Corporation itself. 

After an extensive tour of the Union and 
Rhodesia these gentlemen met in Conference at 
Bloemfontein in November of the same year a 
representative group of librarians, Government, 
university, and educational officials, as well as 
many others interested in library service. 

The Transvaal Agricultural Union was re- 
presented by Mr. J. G. Gubbins (of Africana 
fame) and the Women’s Section by Mrs. Edith 
O’Connor, Miss Jackson, and Mrs. Neethling. 

In passing, I would like to mention that Mrs. 
E. E. Dent was also present, not as a represen- 
tative of the Natal Federation of Women’s 
Institutes, which had not then been formed, but 
of Empangeni Library. 

The visiting experts, after having stressed not 
only the very backward state of our libraries but 
also the total lack of co-ordination, made many 
valuable suggestions as to how our library service 
could be imptoved and extended. 

They advocated, amongst other things, the 
establishment of a national library system, with 
its centre preferably in Pretoria; the gradual 
substitution of free libraries for the existing sub- 
scription libraries ; the extension of library services 
to all sections of the community, a special plea 
being made for the rural population, the schools, 
the blind, and the non-Europeans ; the training of 
librarians ; and the formation of a South African 
Library Association with its own journal, to assist 
in the direction of library work. 

In the event of these recommendations being 
edopted, the Carnegie Corporation pledged itself 
to assist the scheme financially to enable it to 
meet the initial cost, it being accepted that the 
Government and the Provincial Councils would 
shoulder in progressive measure the remaining 
share of the financial burden. 
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This promised assistance the Corporation sub.) 
sequently gave to the extent of £25,000, making}; 
it possible for immediate extensions to be made) 
to the existing services. Our share of the under.) 
taking has progressed much more slowly, and,/ 
as was only to be expected, the rural library) 
service was one of those to lag behind. i 

The Women’s Section, 'T’.A.U., decided, there. P) 
fore, to initiate its own small service to meet the} 
immediate needs of its members and to prepare}, 
the ground for the bigger project which it was} 
hoped would not be too long delayed. q 

Our financial resources being very meagre, we | 
could not afford to buy new books and had tof 
rely, therefore, entirely on second-hand books} 
begged from our friends and supporters. We} 
also had very good friends in the State Library) 
in Pretoria and the Book Club in Johannesburg, | 
who gave us their discarded books, which we put 
into repair and once more pressed into service. | 
The Victoria League in London also took very 
great interest in our ‘“‘Veld libraries”, and sent us 
many cases of books to add to our store. 

Every Branch desiring to start a library was } 
given 100 books as a nucleus and members were [ 
encouraged to add to this number by their own 
efforts. Rules were drawn up and directions 
given as to how the library should be conducted. 

Between 50 and 60 such libraries came into 
being in a very short time and proved very f 
popular not only with our own members but with 
other would-be readers to whom the service was 
thrown open. 

One serious drawback was the lack of Afrikaans 
books—only three or four being available for each 
set of books. To provide for any book shortage 
and to give readers a change, we arranged for an 
exchange between Branches of their complete 
stock of books. 

While we were thus trying to help ourselves, 
Mr. M. M. Stirling, now State Librarian, but 
then in charge of the Germiston (Carnegie) Public 
Library, with equal determination to help the 
country people, was seeking to establish a regular 
Rural Free Library Service for the Transvaal 
with Germiston as its centre. 

A beginning was made in 1929 with 13 service 
points in various parts of the Transvaal. 

A grant of £360 had been obtained from the 
Transvaal Provincial Council to finance this new 
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venture, followed by another grant of £180 the 
following year. During the depression years no 
grants were received and, had it not been for the 
timely assistance of the South African Library 
Association with a donation of £75 and the 
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) voluntary service given by the staff of the Germis- 
» ton Library, the service for the rural areas could 


not have survived. 

When the grants were again resumed a sum of 
£580 was made available, with another £800 in the 
following year on certain conditions, viz. that the 


‘service be extended and that certain schools 


/ recommended by inspectors of education be 
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' him at Germiston. 
' to co-operate with us and to use our Branches as 
| service points. 
- Library became more plentiful, 
' switched our Branches over to this much more 
competent service, thus securing for our members 
better and more up-to-date books. 


included in the new centres and that books 


‘ suitable for children make up a proportion of 


those sent to rural centres. 

Even with this assistance from the Provincial 
Council only a very limited service could be given, 
but still it was a beginning and progressive in its 
benefits. 

All this time we were in. close touch with Mr. 


Stirling and later, on his appointment as State 


Librarian, with Mr. E. A. Borland, who succeeded 
They were more than ready 


As the books at the Germiston 
we gradually 


I wish to take this opportunity of paying a 


very well-deserved tribute to these two gentlemen 
-for their enthusiastic, strenuous, and unselfish 


work on our behalf. ‘The excellent rural library 
service, which is now being developed to the full 


_ and on whose latest phases I shall touch a little 
later, will for ever remain a monument to their 
' untiring efforts. Every delay, every defeat seemed 


only to bring forth in. them fresh reserves of 
stubborn energy and determination. 

In 1937, the Interdepartmental Committee, 
appointed by the Government for the purpose of 
inquiring into the library services of the Union, 
presented its report. It referred in scathing terms 
to the continued backward state of our libraries 
and called upon the Government to give “a 
strong lead” and together with the Provincial 
Councils to shoulder in equal shares the financial 
burden which an efficient library service to the 
country would impose. The cost, it was estimated, 
would be at the rate of 1s. per head of the popula- 
tion. 

We waited for some time to see what action the 
Union Government and the Provincial Councils 
proposed to take to carry out these suggestions, 
but when nothing happened beyond the Govern- 
ment insisting on the Provincial Councils taking 
the initial step as a condition of Government 
support, we decided to call a Round ‘Table 
Conference of all interested bodies to compel our 
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own Provincial Council to take steps to implement 
its share of the proposals in the Interdepartmental 
Committee’s report. 

This Conference was held in Pretoria on 
27 May 1938 with Mrs. Edith O’Connor in the 
chair. Representatives of our own Executive, the 
T.A.U., the Provincial Education Department, 
the State Library, the Germiston (Carnegie) 
Public Library, and the South African Library 
Association, were present. 

A deputation was appointed to interview the 
Administrator with the resolution passed by the 
Conference which called upon the Provincial 
Council to adopt and put into practice the recom- 
mendations of the Interdepartmental Committee 
as soon as possible. _ 

Still nothing happened, and in the following 
year, at the General Conference of the South 
African Women’s Agricultural Union, held in 
Durban in April 1939 and attended by over a 
thousand of our members, I moved the following 
resolution on behalf of the Congress :— 

“That this Congress urgently requests the 
Union Government to give effect to the recom- 
mendation of the Interdepartmental Committee 
on the Libraries of the Union of South Africa and 
to give the ‘strong lead’ recommended by (a) 
setting aside immediately a sum of money suffi- 
cient for the organization and initiation of a free 
rural library service for the four provinces of the 
Union ; (b) bringing pressure to bear, by legis- 
lation if necessary, on Provincial Administrations 
to fulfil their library obligations ; (c) consulting 
with the State Library authority at Pretoria on the 
best means of giving speedy effect to the Inter- 
departmental Committee’s recommendations re- 
garding the provision of a free rural library service 
for the Union.” 

Messrs. Stirling, Borland, and Christie (all of 
the S.A. Library Association), who were present 
by invitation, also took part in the discussion and 
strongly supported the motion. This resolution 
was unanimously adopted by the Congress. The 
Union Parliament being in session at the time, 
telegrams were sent to the Minister concerned 
and to all M.P.’s (including the women repre- 
sentatives) from whose areas our many delegates 
had come. 

Subsequently, in spite of wide support both in 
the House and in the Senate, the Government still 
insisted that the first move be made by the Pro- 
vinces and that this would then be followed by 
Government support on a £ for £ basis. 

The Transvaal Provincial Council was one of 
the first to appoint a Library Advisory Committee 





76 


as required by the Government. This was in 1941. 

Dr. E. G. Malherbe (representing the Union 
Government) was appointed chairman of the 
committee ; other members are Mrs. E. O’Connor 
(President of the Women’s Section, Transvaal 
Agricultural Union), Mr. Chas. Christie (S.A. 
Library Association), Major Hunt (President of 
the Transvaal Agricultural Union),! Mr. H. G. 
Kreft (Director of Education), Mr. M. G. 
Nicolson (‘Transvaal Municipal Association), and 
Mr. M. M. Stirling (State Librarian).? 

After making a survey of existing library condi- 
tions in the Transvaal, the Committee drew up 
a “development programme” and submitted it to 
the Transvaal Administration. 

This provided for the extension of library 
service in a progressive measure to all sections of 
the community, the proper co-ordination of such 
services, and the furthering of more complete 
co-operation between all libraries of the Province 
with a view to greater economy and efficiency. 

The intention of the Committee was to establish 
first of alla central organization and then to divide 
the Province into nine regions, each with its 
own regional library whose functions would be (a) 
to act in co-operation with the public library for 
the urban area in which it is situated ; (b) to act as 
a book distributing centre and co-ordinating point 
for all the libraries situated within the region. 

This plan was approved by the Administration 
and is now being put into execution. 

The first two regional libraries have been 
established this year, one at Witbank and the 


Died November 1945. 
*Mr. R. F. Kennedy was later also appointed to the 
Committce. 
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other at Pretoria. ‘Two more at Ermelo and 
Klerksdorp will commence to function, it is hoped, 
on 1 January and others will follow until the whole 
Province has been covered. The grant for this 
purpose in the current year is just over £20,000. 

The distribution of books is made by a motorized 
book-wagon which travels round in charge of the 
regional librarian to all the service points in his 
area approximately once a month. 

One of these book-wagons will be on view 
during this congress and it is hoped that Mr. 
Borland, who has been appointed official organ- 
izer of these regional libraries in the Transvaal, 
will be in attendance to explain the working of 
the scheme. 

Needless to say, no development within recent 
years has given us so much satisfaction and 
pleasure as just this one which in growing measure 
is taking books, “the essential tools of civilization”, 
to all who would make use of them. 

The response in the rural areas, Mr. Borland 
tells us, has been overwhelming. To meet the 


demand as fully as he would like he would need} 


many times the number of books now available. 


We look forward to the time when the whole} 


of the Union will be similarly well served and in 


this work our rural organizations can and should 


play a very important part. 


In the Transvaal it has taken years of steady, 


persistent, and even gruelling effort to achieve our 


object, and we have learnt, as we shall have tof 
learn over and over again in our work, that| 


“progress is not like a great flood that submerges 
everything: it is more like a rising tide which 


reaches its goal in the end though sometimes it f 


may seem to be ebbing away”. 
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British Standards Institution. British standard 1219: 
1945: Printers’ and authors’ proof corrections. 
London, B.S.I., 1945. 2s. 

Special attention is drawn to this publication. As 
the foreword points out, although there is a consider- 
able agreement between printers in regard to the 
symbols used in correcting proofs, there is not the 
same uniformity in the symbols employed by authors 
and editors. The present Standard contains a list of 
73 symbols, recommendations for the preparation of 
copy for the printer, and examples of the use of the 
standard correction marks, 


A less praiseworthy feature is the attempt to > 
standardize the form of citation in references. Though 
all librarians and bibliographers would welcome f 
standardization in this respect, it is outside the scope [ 
of the present Standard, and a Committee consist- 
ing largely of typographers is hardly the final authority 


on a bibliographical point. 
the general form of imprint: London, Longmans, 
1852, not: Longmans (London, 1852). Nor is the 
citation for a periodical reference orthodox to our way 
of thinking. 


Librarians at least adopt 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


The Editor, 


South African Libraries 


MapAM, 


Your editorial comment on the Association’s 
new constitution in the January number is 
biased and misleading. ‘The general tone of your 
comment gives the impression that the new consti- 
tution is no more satisfactory than the old, that 
the change was brought about by ‘agitation’, 
and that the new constitution is an ill-considered 
piece of legislation. You are, of course, entitled to 
your own opinion, but it would have been better 
had you expressed your doubts at the meeting 
convened to discuss the constitution, rather than 
leaving them until after the constitution had been 
adopted by an overwhelming majority of members 
from all Provinces present at the Conference. 
Had the comment been signed by one of the four 
members who voted against the new constitution 
one could have understood it, but it comes 
from the Editor of our official journal. 

I would draw attention particularly to the 
statement that “‘. . . the Council may find its 
hands tied by resolutions carried by a prepon- 
derance of junior and lay members attending the 
Conference through the accident of residence 
in the centre in which the Conference is held 


| but with no real understanding of the issues at 


stake. Much of the new Constitution, in fact, 
probably owes its adoption to just such a circum- 
stance.” Now let us look at the facts. The 
Conference at which the new constitution was 
adopted was not attended by a preponderance of 
people who had no real understanding of the 
issue at stake. ‘he Conference was attended by 


senior members of the library profession from 


all Provinces, and while there was a goodly number 
of laymen, they were mainly from centres other 
than Johannesburg, and they were all people 


better versed in constitutional matters than the 
average South African librarian. Two of the 
laymen who were present were, in fact, members 
of the sub-committee which the previous 
Conference had unanimously elected to frame 
the draft constitution, I have no exact figures 
of the attendance, but my impression was that 
there were deplorably few of the younger members 
of the profession present at any time during the 
Conference. ‘The debate on the various provi- 
sions of the constitution was lively but friendly ; 


* there was a large majority in favour of-practically 


every clause ; and at the end, when the adoption 
_of the new constitution was put, there were only 
four dissentients, all of them from the Transvaal. 
Surely this utterly belies your suggestion that 
much of the new constitution owes its being to 
the presence of a preponderance of Johannesburg 
juniors who had no real understanding of the 
issues at stake. : 

I think you might have expressed a word of 
thanks to the drafting sub-committee for the out- 
standing work which they did for the Association. 
Dr. Eybers, and Messrs. Strasheim, Varley, and 
Borland deserve our thanks. ‘There were many 
verbal changes suggested by the Branches,. but 
on the whole the principles included ‘im the draft 
were adopted by the Conference.*: 

_Let us hope that all members, including the 
four dissentients, will accept the new constitu- 
tion, and do their best to make of it a workable 
instrument. It must be remembered that it is 
not the working of the constitution which matters 
but the goodwill of the members and the spirit 
in which the constitution is used. 


Yours faithfully, 
R. F. KENNEDY, 
City Librarian, 
Johannesburg. 
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Psychological journal for South Africa. We have 
received from the chairman of the Psychological 
Society, recently formed in Johannesburg, a circular 
from which we quote the following : 

“Our Society has decided to embark on the project 
of publishing a Psychological Journal for South Africa 
and we shall esteem it 4 favour if you would be good 
enough to let us have your views on the matter and 


your attitude to such a project, as it is our earnest 
desire to secure the co-operation and goodwill of all 
centres of psychology in South Africa. Furthermore, 
we will be grateful if you would indicate the nature 
of the support you will be able to render and also 
what articles you are or will be in a position to 
contribute or procure.”’ 

It is intended to publish the first issue of the 
Journal early in 1946. 
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SURVEY OF THE MORE [MPORTANT LIBRA- 


RIES IN THE UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA' 


Compiled by S. J. Krirzincer 


I. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PUBLIC 


HISTORY 


‘Tne South African Public Library has the longest 
history of any in the Union and is one of the 
two national libraries. Its rare book, Africana, 
and copyright collections, its extensive files of 
newspapers, serial publications, and printed official 
publications, and its predominantly reference 
character, entitle it to rank, in the words of the 
Interdepartmental Committee of 1937, as the 
British Museum or Library of Congress of 
South Africa. 

Officially it had its origin on 20 March 1818, 
when the Government issued a Proclamation, 
signed by Lord Charles Somerset, which stipu- 
lated that the tax on wine should be paid into a 
separate account, and that the money so collected 
should be utilized for the formation of a public 
library. 

Part of the new Government offices, in the 
grounds of the present Houses of Parliament, 
were appropriated to the Library. 

In 1820 the Dessinian Collection was transferred 
to the Library. This collection of 4,565 volumes 
had been left in 1761 by Joachim Nicolaas v. n 
Dessin, Secretary to the Orphan Chamber, to- 
gether with a sum of about £200 for its gradual 
increase, ‘‘to serve as a foundation of a public 
library for the advantage of the community” 
A catalogue was published in 1821. 

In May 182i two honorary librarians and two 
sub-librarians were appointed. The Library was 
open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily, and all burgers 
above the age of 16, officers of the army and navy, 
civil servants, and other fixed residents were free 
to make use of it. In January 1822 it was thrown 
open to the public. 

| As Secretary to the Interdepartmental Committee 
on the Libraries of the Union of South Africa, 1937, 
Mr. I<ritzinger was in a position to acquire much 
material on the larger libraries in the country and it is 
felt that this valuable information, especially on their 
historical development, should be brought to the 
notice of a wider public. The data are mainly as sub- 
mitted to the Committee in 1937, but the present 
librarian of each of the libraries has edited and brought 
the material up to date. (Editor, S.A.L.) 


LIBRARY, CAPE TOWN 


The following year one of the rooms was fitted 
up as a law library, and the library of a Mr. 
Rowles was purchased. In 1824 the Government 
decided to allow the Library to import books free 
of all customs duties.. In 1825 the Library Com- 
mittee was advised that in future the gauging tax 
(tax on wine) would be paid direct into revenue, 
and that the Library would be placed on the 
fixed establishments of the Colony, and be sup- 
ported out of public funds. The annual sum in 
1826 was fixed at £500, which was, however, 
totally withdrawn a year after. Soon after, in 1828, 
the Government notified the Trustees that it was 
necessary to appropriate the whole of the Library 
building to the use of the Council and to the 
Chambers of the Judges, and the Library was 
removed to certain rooms in the Commercial 
Exchange, and the books belonging to the latter 
were also later taken over. 

On 31 March 1829 a big public meeting was 
held at which it was decided that the Library 
should be transformed into a subscription and 
circulating library, and a Committee of six was 
elected for its control. The general public was 
allowed to use the Library free of charge, but only 
subscribers enjoyed the privilege of taking books 
away from the Commercial Exchange. ‘The stock 
of books now numbered 10.000. On 3 November 
the first country subscriber was obtained in the 
person of Dr. ‘Thom, of Tulbagh. 

In February 1830 the Government paid over 
to the Committee the balance of the library 
account amounting to £921 5s. 43d. and in the 
same month Ordinance No. 71 had been passed 
vesting the property of the Library in the Com- 
mittee and putting into legal shape the regula- 
tions which had been framed and the agreement 
which had been made with the Nederduits 
Gereformeerde Kerk respecting the management 
of the Dessinian Collection. 

The Committee was in continual negotiation 
with the Government for a building. In 1833 the 
Government presented five shares in the Com- 
mercial Exchange to the Committee and instructed 
the Burger Senate to hand over a further fifteen 





80 


shares. In addition to this the Governor transferred 
the property in Rheede Street, occupied by 
Canon Judge, to the Library, which obtained the 
annual amount of £102 for the lease of the property. 

Ordinance No. 71 was later repealed and a new 
Ordinance No. 8 of 1836 was passed making better 
provision for the auditing of accounts and making 
it impossible for the Committee to dismiss the 
librarian without the confirmation of a general 
meeting. In 1840 the practice of inviting a pro- 
minent citizen to deliver an address at the annual 
meeting was begun, and, although discontinued 
in 1887, it has lately been revived ; recent speakers 
included the Rt. Hon. Lord Harlech, a Trustee of 
the British Museum and of the National Library 
of Wales. : 

The need for increased accommodation was 
becoming acutely necessary.’ The Rheede Street 
property and Commercial Exchange shares were 
sold, but it was finally arranged with the Commer- 
cial Exchange to obtain additional rooms at a 
rental of £130 p.a. In 1846 arrangements were 
made to supply the Swellendam Library with 
books, but in January of the following year a 
request from the Natal Library at Pietermaritz- 
burg to be allowed to subscribe was refused on 
grounds of the great distance. 

In 1853 “philosophical apparatus” that had 
been presented to the Library on its foundation 
was lent to the South African College where it 
became the foundation of the Chemical Depart- 
ment. In this year it was found that the Library 
contained 32,000 volumes. 

During the period of Sir George Grey's 
governorship of the Colony the Library developed 
with great strides. In 1857 the grounds on which 
the Library now stands were transferred in trust 
for the erection of a building to contain both the 
South African Public Library and the South 
African Museum. A building was erected and 
the final cost amounted to £15,000, of which the 
Committee provided £2,000 and Parliament the 
remainder. On 18 September 1860 the building 
was inaugurated by H.R.H. Prince Alfred. 

In 1861 Sir George Grey presented a large part 
of his own library to the South African Public 
Library. This unique collection at once raised 
the Library into the first rank, giving it claims on 
Parliament and the country which could not be 
ignored. Dr. W. H. I. Bleek, interpreter to the 
High Commissioner, was appointed custodian of 
the Grey Collection. 

In 1862 the Government voted the Library a 
grant-in-aid of £600. On the death of Dr. Pappe 
his valuable botanical library of nearly 600 volumes 
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was obtained by purchase. Several hundred 
volumes of standard works of literature, science, 
and law were also purchased out of the ‘Porter 
‘Testimonial Fund’. 


The gift of the Grey Collection set an example [7 


and gave an impetus to public generosity, which 
was to secure many valuable additions both to 
the general library and to the Collection itself. 
In 1873 the Library received, from Mr. Hugh 
Lynar, a bequest of £400, which was spent on 
standard works and on books relating to South 
Africa. . 


In 1876 the building became the property of 
the Government, which made itself responsible 


for repairs and additions to the fabric. Dr. Bleck, 
who had died in 1875, was followed in 1879 by 


Dr. Theophilus Hahn, who was appointed as f 


philologist by the Government and as custodian 
by the Committee. 

In 1881 a new edition of the Catalogue was 
published, Parliament making a special grant of 
£300 towards the cost.!. When Dr. Hahn resigned 
in 1883, the Government decided not to re-appoint 
a philologist, and the post of custodian was 
entrusted to the librarian. Mr. F. 5S. Lewis was 
in 1889 appointed as permanent librarian. The 
Government voted £1,000 for the purchase of 
standard books, and the grant which had been 
reduced to £400 was again increased to £600 on 
the understanding that the institution was to be 
nationalized and the Government represented on 
the managing body. 

In May 1893 the Library was declared open 
for evening use after the Government had granted 
£800 to put in electric fittings and an additional 
aid of £200 p.a. on condition that the Town 
Council provided £350. The Parliamentary grant 
of £1,000 for standard works had been supple- 
mented by an annual grant of £500, bringing the 
total grant in 1893 and the following years to 
£1,300. In the same year by Act of Parliament 
the Committee of Management gave place to a 
Board of Trustees on which the Government was 
represented by four nominees. 

In 1897 the Museum was transferred to another 
building, and the Library entered upon its present 
possession as sole occupier. The large hall, 
formerly used for Museum exhibits, was con- 
verted into a reading room with accommodation 
for 160 readers. 

In 1899 the Libraty suffered a great loss in the 
death of Mr. William Hiddingh, who, besides 
paying for the cases in the main reading room and 


1 Previous general catalogues had been published in 
1829 ; 1834, with a supplement in 1837 ; and 1842. 
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in the librarian’s room, had on four separate 
occasions presented sums of £200 for the purchase 
of standard works. In his will he also bequeathed 


/ £1,000 for works of reference. 


The financial depression which followed on 
the Anglo-Boer War brought a very serious 
diminution of income. Not only was the special 
grant for the purchase of standard works with- 


| drawn, but the ordinary grant was reduced until 


instead of £1,300 the Library only received 
£840 in 1909. The ordinary grant ‘was restored 
two years later. 

On the death of Mr. Lewis in December 1908, 
Mr. A. C. G. Lloyd, who had received his early 
training at the University Library, Cambridge, 
was appointed librarian. 

In later years the Library received the collec- 
tion of several thousand volumes of South 


| African newspapers, and also bequests of books 
_ from the Hon. J. H. Hofmeyr (“Onze Jan’), 


' and Mr. M. L. Wessels. 


ned F 


int 
Was 
was 


of 
en 


yen 
ted 
nal 
wn 
unt 
le- 
he 

to 
nt 
ya 


yas 


er 
nt 


HI, 
on 
he 


es 


id 


in 











The former left his 
political papers to the Library and the right of 


' choosing any number of volumes from his collec- 
' tion. 
_ languages, amounting to some 1,600. 
“he Ff 


Mr. Wessels left all his books in foreign 


By Act No. 9 of 1916 the Library became 


- entitled to a copy of every work published any- 


where in the Union. Before this, by a series of 


Acts, it had received a copy of everything pub- 
_ lished in the Cape Colony since 1873. 


In 1922 a new central hall to contain 100,000 


' books was built at a cost of over £20,000, more 


than half of which was provided by the Trustees 
and the remainder by the Government. ‘The 
new building was opened by Rear-Admiral Sir 
Rudolf Bentinck, a grandson of one of the Trustees 
of 1818. 
In 1926 a new wing, to contain the Fairbridge 
Collection, bought and presented to the Library 
by Sir Abe Bailey, Bt., was opened by General 
Hertzog. The wing was paid for by Sir Abe and 
he also presented a large number of his books. 
In 1934 Sir Thomas Muir bequeathed his 
mathematical library amounting to 4,036 volumes, 
chiefly consisting of his great collection of ma- 
thematical journals. Subject to a life interest 
Sir Thomas left a sum of about £3,000 for the 
extension of the Library. A sum of £250 had been 
presented some years before by the Rhodes 
Trustees to provide an income for the maintenance 
of the collection. This sum had been increased 
by interest and additional allocations to £1,391 
when the books wére taken into the Library. 
Subsequent additions of note have included 
the private and political papers of the Hon. J. X. 
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Merriman, Sir James Rose-Innes, and the Hon. 
W. P. Schreiner, the Churchill and Solomon 
Collections, genealogical and general respectively, 
the Traver; Jackson Mountaineering Collection, 
Alain White Chess Problem Collection, and C. L. 
Leipoldt Cookery Collection ; and (in 1945) the 
Springbok Memorial Library, formed in England 
as a tribute to South African hospitality to 
British troops and to South Africans serving with 
British and Allied Forces during the Second 
World War. The latter collection contains many 
fine bindings. 

The present Secretary and Librarian is Mr. 
D. H. Varley, m.a. (Oxon.), Fellow of the (British) 
Library Association, formerly Deputy Librarian 
of the Royal Empire Society’s Library in London 
and a Phelps-Stokes visitor to the United States 
and Canada in 1935. Mr. Varley, who was appoin- 
ted in March 1938, served as Vice-President of the 
South African Library Association from 1940 till 
1943 and as Chairman ‘of the Cape Branch 
during 1940 ; Chairman of the Books for ‘Troops 
and Ships Committee, 1940-44; Chairman of 
the Cape Libraries Extension Association from 
1941 till 1945; Organizing Hon. Secretary and 
subsequently Vice-Chairman of the Society for 
Book Distribution, 1939-45. 


FINANCIAL RESOURCES AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

The Library ranks as a state-aided institution 
and falls under the care of the Department of the 
Interior, deriving assistance for its maintenance 
and repairs from the Department of Public Works. 
The major part of the Library’s income is derived 
from the Union Government and it is governed in 
terms of Act No. 33 of 1893 as amended by Acts 
6 and 7 of 1921. 

Provision is made for a Board of 12 ‘Trustees, 
consisting of 4 members nominated by the 
Governor-General-in-Council, 4 elected by the 
subscribers, 2 nominated by the Universities of 
Cape Town and Stellenbosch respectively, and 
2 elected by the City Council of Cape Town. 

In 1944 £5,000 was contributed by the Union 
Government, £2,420 by the Cape Town City 
Council, and £3,383 by subscribers to the Library, 
the balance being made up of interest on endow- 
ments and investments, and miscellaneous receipts. 
The Library has an endowment fund of £10,000, 
and special bequests include the De Korte 
bequest of £8,624 and the Hiddingh bequest of 
£1,000. ‘ 

In 1944 £3,918, or nearly one-third of the total 
income, was spent on books, periodicals, and 
binding. 
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MEMBERSHIP 


AND CIRCULATION OF BOOKS 


Although predominantly a library of reference, 
the South African Public Library also acts as a 
lending library for 2,600 subscribing members, 
including 80 country members in the Cape 
Province. 

‘The number of books circulated in 1944 was 
190,458. It must be remembered that the South 
African Public Library is one of 17! publicly 
supported libraries within the municipal area of 
Cape ‘Town, whose aggregate circulation of books 
exceeds 1,000,000 annually. 

Certain non-European subscribers have been 
accepted from time to time—generally graduates 
and professional men such as doctors, Non- 
Europeans consult books in the Library. ‘The Act 
governing the Library states that it shall be open 
to all “‘respectable” persons. 

‘The Library participates in the Inter-Library 
Loan Scheme, and certain local libraries also 
belong to the Library as subscribing units. 


BOOK STOCK AND ACCESSIONS 


The Library contains more than 250,000 
volumes representing most branches of knowledge, 
and is strong on the literary and historical side, 
especially in its serial collections. 

The number of accessions by purchase, copy- 
right, and gift, in 1944 is stated as being 8,099, 
including 1,613 separate serials and 186 bound 
volumes of newspapers. Many of the serials 
consisted. of two or more bound volumes, how- 
ever, the total number of volumes added being 
more than 10,000. 


ACCOMMODATION AND RENT 


The older parts of the building are in constant 
danger of destruction by fire, and repeated 
attempts to awaken the conscience of the Govern- 
ment and nation have so far failed to lead to 
positive action. The Government in 1943 agreed 
to accept responsibility for the replacement of 
the building in case of loss by fire or bomb. ‘The 
Trustees, however, are obliged to carry insurance 
of the books, which are valued at £200,000. No 
rent or rates (other than water and light) are paid 
by the Library. 


STAFF ESTABLISHMENT 


In December 1945 the European staff consisted 
of 13 full-time professional members, 4 part- 
time relief assistants, 3 clerical and binding staff, 

' For details of these libraries, see Report and recom- 
mendations of the Cape Town City Library Commission, 
1945. Annexures I and IT. 


and 2 commissionaires. ‘The non-European staf 
comprised 12 full-time messengers, cleaners, and 
binders. ‘Total 34. In addition the staff of the 
Cape Libraries Extension Association, consisting 
of 2 full-time and 4 part-time non-Europeans, 1s 
supervised from the Library. 

Of the 13 full-time professional members 6 
were graduates (2 with diplomas in librarianship 
and one with the certificate of the University of 
Cape ‘Town School of Librarianship) ; 3 had the 
Intermediate certificate of the South African 
Library Association or its equivalent ; and 5 were 
qualifying for the Intermediate. 

‘There is a compulsory Provident Fund (estab- 
lished under Act 9 of 1924) to which both Euro- 
peans and non-Europeans contribute. 


EXHIBITIONS 


Displays and exhibitions of the Library’s book 
and manuscript material are regularly arranged. 
In 1940 the Library organized an Exhibition in 
Commemoration of the 500th aniversary of the 
invention of printing in Europe, and made a 
16 mm. colour film, Story of the recorded word, 
which is still available for projection by schools 
and other institutions. 

BINDING 

‘The Library has its own bindery and makes 
its own magazine and pamphlet cases. In 194) 
4,095 volumes were dealt with ; in 1944 (owing to 
shortage of material) the figure was 2,970. Bindings 
in the Rare Book Collections are treated and 
restored as opportunity and financial resources 
permit. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL WORK AND PUBLICATIONS 


‘The Library has undertaken pioneer biblio- 
graphical work, including the publication of the 
first union list of scientific periodicals in the Cape 
(1912, 1917), and in the Union (1921, 1927). 
A series of Grey Bibliographies was initiated in 
1945, and work of importance has been carried on 
under the Librarian’s supervision by students at 
the University of Cape ‘Town School of Librarian- 
ship. 

Material awaiting publication includes a hand- 
list of incunabula in the Union, and a complete 
list of the Library’s periodical holdings, including 


many rare South “African works. 

Apart from its Annual Reports the Library 
publishes a handbook to the South African Public 
Library in English, Afrikaans, and French; the 
series of Grey Bibliographies mentioned above ; 
and a quarterly bulletin containing a list of copy- 
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right accessions and articles of interest on the 
Library’s work and collections. Other publications 
have included the catalogue of the Commemo- 
rative Printing Exhibition of 1940 and a brochure : 
How to choose children’s books, published in 
connexion with Children’s Book Week in 1941. 


SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 


(a) Africana Collections 

The Africana Collections (including the relevant 
sections of the Grey, Fairbridge, and Hofmeyr 
Collections) together constitute one of the most 
complete existing collections of literature relating 
to Southern Africa. ‘They include the earliest 
existing piece of printing in South Africa (a frag- 
ment from an Almanac of 1796) ; the only known 
copy of the earliest book extant printed in the 
country (Borcherds’s De Maan, 1802), and a rich 
collection of travel books, early Cape imprints, 
press pamphlets, and South African blue books. 
There are copies of practically all the earliest 
examples of Afrikaans Africana, and the collection 
is particularly strong in South African periodical 
material of the 19th century, many of the volumes 
being unique. There are also more than 8,000 
bound volumes of South African newspapers, in 
many cases the only existing copies, which 
constitute important source material for the 
country’s history. 

The Africana Collections, which now include 
all copyright material, are at present being 
reclassified and recatalogued. 

(b) Dessinian Collection 

This collection consists of nearly 5,000 volumes, 
chiefly of law, theology, and the classics, and 
several manuscripts, including one of the two 
duplicate copies of Adam 'Tas’s Dagboek still 
extant. 

(c) Grey Collection 

The Grey Collection contains many important 
illuminated manuscripts, nearly 100 incunabula, 
the first and second folios of Shakespeare, two 
Caxtons, the Milan Greek Psalter, and a unique 
collection of South African Native literature. 


(d) Fairbridge Collection 

This collection contains valuable Africana and 
many fine editions of English and other classics 
and travel works, 8,000 volumes in all. 
(e) Muir Mathematical Collection 

This consists of more than 5,000 volumes, 


chiefly pure mathematical journals from all parts 
of the world, 
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(f) Hofmeyr Collection 


This collection contains besides a number of 
valuable sets of journals a quantity of rare material 
relating to the Afrikanerbond. 


(g) Manuscript Collections 


Apart from the Hofmeyr, Merriman, Rose- 
Innes, and Schreiner manuscripts mentioned 
above the Library has a growing collection of 
South African literary manuscripts and of family 
diaries and letters, including those of William 
Duckitt, the Rev. John Cumming, and G. H. Stow. 


(h) Other Collections 


Other collections, such as the Wessels and 
Churchill, have already been mentioned. 


BENEFACTIONS AND BENEFACTORS 


Apart from benefactions already mentioned in 
the text the Library has received a number of 
money grants from time to time, including the 
following :— 

Dr. Scmmerville, £224 ; 

Mr. Dennis O’Kelly, £25 ; 

Mrs. Jamison, £200 ; 

Mr. Joseph Mosenthal, £50 ; 

The Hon. William Porter, £250 ; 

Mr. Joseph Maynard, £25 ; 

Mr. Farmer, £100 ; 

Mr. Joseph Leon, £20 ; 

Mr. Charles Hawkins, £100 ; 

Mr. Shamahomed, £100 ; 
and more recently 

Sir John Kotze, £500 ; 

Sir Percival David, £52 10s; 

Mrs. Julia Grant, £100. 


During its long history many of the best-known 
figures in South African life were associated with 
the Library. ‘Thomas Pringle was for a short 
period Assistant Librarian ; so also was Sir John 
Molteno in his early days. Members of the 
Committee and Board have included most Cape 
Town worthies, and many figures of national 
significance, including Sir John Herschel, Dr. 
Andrew Smith, the Hon. William Porter, Saul 
Solomon, John X. Merriman, and Sir Thomas 
Muir. 

The Library was the birthplace of several 
institutions and societies, including the South 
African Literary and Scientific Institution, the 
South African Fine Arts Association (now South 
African Association of Arts), and the Van Riebeeck 
Society, of whose Council the Librarian is an ex- 
officio member, 
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COPYRIGHT 

The South African Public Library has acted as 
a Copyright Deposit Library for the Cape since 
1873 and for the Union since 1916. Al! copyright 
books received are now placed in the Africana 
Collections and fully classified and catalogued. 
All weekly, monthly, and quarterly journals, in- 
cluding school and parish magazines, in which- 
ever Province published, are bound and _cata- 
logued, together with reports of scientific, chari- 
table, and religious bodies. All maps and music 
are filed and catalogued. Copies of every news- 
paper published in the Cape Province are bound 
and filed, together with the chief Afrikaans and 
English organs in other Provinces, and all news- 
papers, wherever published, in Chinese, Greek, 
German, Norwegian, Yiddish, and the various 
Native lanzuages end dialects. 

A handlist of the more important copyright 
periodicals received was prepared in December 
1945, and is being supplemented in the quarterly 
bulletin of the Library from 1946 onwards. A list 
of all serials, dead and current, awaits publication. 


EXTENSION SERVICES 
Since 1939 the South African Public Library 


has taken a leading part in the development of 


library services for rural readers and for the less 
privileged members of the community in the Cape. 

The book stock and administration of the 
Society for Book Distribution were housed at the 
Library from its inception in 1939 until its 
absorption by the Provincial Administration in 
1945 ; and the work of book distribution is being 
carried on temporarily at the Library by the 
Provincial Library Organizer, by courtesy of the 
Trustees. 

Apart from supervising the work of the Society 
for Book Distribution the Librarian has edited 
Cape libraries /Kaaplandse boekerye, a two-monthly 
bulletin published by the South African Public 
Library, the Society for Book Distribution, and 
the Cape Branch of the South African Library 
Association, with provincial support. (Circulation 
1,700 per issue). 

The book stock and administration of the 
Cape Libraries Extension Association have also been 
housed at the Library since 1941, and the Lib- 
rary has provided professional supervision of the 
Association’s activities in Cape Town and a 
number of provincial centres. This Association 
has received municipal and provincial support 
amounting to £1,000 in 1944-45, and its provincial 
work is to be taken over by the Provincial Library 
Organizer in 1946. 


From 1940-45 the ‘Trustees also provided 
accommodation for stock and administration of 
the Books for Troops and Ships Organization, and 
continues to do so for the Royal Naval War 
Library. Members of the Library staff put in 
much sorting and distribution work, and five 
were members of the Committee, including the 
Librarian, who was Chairman from 1940-44. 


The Library is also providing accommodation 
and assistance in the launching of hospital library 
services, as part of the first stage of the City | 
Library Commission’s Municipal Scheme. 


FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS 


The lines of development of the South African f 
Public Library are indicated in the relevant section [ 
of the Report of the Interdepartmental Committee 
on the Libraries of the Union (1937), p. 19-20. 

Among the functions recommended for the 
South African Public Library are: the compila- 
tion of a Union Catalogue for which it should 
take the main responsibility and for which its 
extensive catalogue provides the nucleus; the 
publication of special catalogues and_ biblio- 
graphies ; and the co-ordination of “the various 
collections which make up the great wealth of 
literature (over 530,000 volumes) which has accu- 
mulated in Cape Town and its vicinity”. “By its 
history, the position which it occupies amongst 
the libraries of the country, and its environment, 
the South African Public Library is clearly marked 
out to play a similar part in the library system of 
the Union to that of the British Museum in 
England or the Library of Congress in the 
United States. It should be pre-eminently the 
Reference Library of South Africa and the 
recognized repository of its literary treasures.”’ 

At the time of writing (December 1945) the 
future relationship between the South African 
Public Library and the various library authorities 
at the Cape has not yet been clearly resolved, and 
the part it is to play in the embryo provincial 
and municipal library services has not yet been 
determined. 

As indicated in the 1937 Report, however, the 
development of the Library as a national institu- 
tion is largely dependent on greatly increased 
financial resources, the lack of which has hitherto 
prevented the Trustees from initiating biblio- 
graphical work on a national scale, and on the 
provision of a new and adequately protected 
building to replace the present 85-year-old struc- 
ture, which is not only dangerous, but out of 
date from the point of vicw of effective library 
administration 
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of Research Libraries, | am transmitting to you the 
following information which I am sure will be of 
interest. 
British Museum Catalogue—Original Series 
The Association of Research Libraries has 
decided to issue a photographic reprint of the 
original British Museum Catalogue of printed books 


issued between 1881 and 1900. The paper of this 
invaluable tool has begun to disintegrate so rapidly 


The printing will be done by Edwards Bros., cf 
Ann Arbor. The price will run between $400 and 
$225, depending on the number of subscriptiors. 

Advance subscriptions may be sent to the 
Secretary of the Association of Research Librarics, 
Paul North Rice, at the New York Public Library, 
to the Chairman at the University of Michigan 
Library, or to the publishers. 

Wo. W. BisHop. 
1 June 1945 
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Library Association (Cape Branch); (6) University 
of Cape Town ; (7) Cape Education Department. 
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Town; (2) 


As anticipated in the last Annual Report, the work of 


the Association during the year under review again 
threatened to outgrow altogether the resources at the 
Association’s disposal. Not only was there an ever- 
increasing demand for books at all the library centres, 
but wear and tear on the existing bookstocks proved 
exceptionally heavy, and on account of wartime condi- 
tions great difficulty was experienced in providing 
binding facilities. 

The work of the Association was also handicapped by 
uncertainty regarding the future policy of the City and 
Provincial authorities so far as library development 
was concerned. In June 1944 the Executive Committee 
of the Province resolved that on the appointment of the 
Provincial Library Organizer the Administration’s grant 
to the Extension Association should cease, the intention 
heing that the Provincial aspects of its work should then 
be taken over by the Organizer. In effect the Organizer 
was not appointed until some months after the period 
under review, and meanwhile the Association was unable 
to plan ahead as it would have wished. 


Library centres in Cape Town 


(i) Hyman Liberman Institute 

In view of the increasing calls on its resources, the 
Association resolved to approach the City Council at 
the end of 1944 for separate grants of £500 each to the 
Association and to the Hyman Liberman Institute for 
the year 1945. Owing to financial stringency the Council 
was Not able to make separate grants, but renewed its 
grant-in-aid of £500 to the Extension Association. 
From this grant the Association resolved to allocate 
£250 to the Institute for the year 1945, and further 
resolved to transfer its one full-time librarian, Mr. 
J. P. Hess, to the Institute Library. 

During the year under review the Institute’s Library 
was heavily taxed, and, as in the other library centres, 
bookstocks suffered heavy wear and tear. 


(ii) Athlone library 


The Library at Disa Court, Q-Town, continued to 
be well used, particularly by children. Attempts were 


L. Close * (1), 
R. F. 
), Professor 
A. H. Murray (5 6), Father Savage (4), and Inspector 


1944-45 


made to build up the bookstock, but the number of 
children’s books available proved quite insufficient. 
In October 1944 Mr. C. H. Donson was appointed 
full-time library assistant, spending half his time at 
headquarters and half at Q-Town. Mr. 


with the schools in the Athlone area. 

The Association was fortunate in obtaining on loan 
several original woodcuts by 
which now hang in the Q-Town Library, 










this connexion. 


(iii) Bloemhof community centre 


The Library at this centre continued to provide af 


part-time service to the children of the Bloemhof Flats, 
Further expansion was restricted by the lack of shelving, 


which it had been hoped the Council would provide. f 
The Association’s participation in this section of the [7 
was limited to the F 


Community Centre’s activities 1 
supply of a number of books, the services of the lib- 


rarian (Miss Ernstzen, succeeded by Mr. Ulster) being F 


provided by the Centre. 


(iv) Langa 


The small library at Mvumba Street, Langa, again fj 
gave a restricted service to readers in this Native loca- 


tion. During the year the librarian, Mr. A. G. Galo, has 
encouraged the lending of books, and works in Xoss 
have been popular among the borrowers. 
can be done to improve the effectiveness of this Library 
in the present cottage premises, and the Association 


wishes to stress once again the urgent need for a proper ff 
library building in the Location, as part of its welfare FF 


facilities. 


Circulating box scheme 


Consignments of books were sent during the year on 
a six-monthly exchange basis to the Hewat Practising 
School; Sheikh Joseph Moslem School; St. Paul’s 
E.C. School; Chapel Street Primary School ; Sydney 
Street Primary School ; Zinzendorf Moravian School; 
Bethel Institute ; Zonnebloem Boys’ Practising School; 
Rahmaniyeh Institute; Trafalgar High School; St. 
Mark’s School, Tennant Street ; Albert Road School, 
Lansdowne ; and Maitland Cripples’ Home School. 
Readings at all centres were good, and on the whole 
books were well cared for. 


The Association wishes again to record its apprecia- 


tion of the helpfulness of teachers who have co-operated 
in this part of its work. 


Provincial centres 

The twelve centres mentioned in the last Annual 
Report were again served during the year, the best 
results being obtained at Wellington, w here 240 books 
were shared between several schools and changed at 
two-monthly intervals under the supervision of Professor 
Aitken of Huguenot University College. A successful 
attempt was made to include books of a vocational 
nature in consignments sent to Frovincial centres. 


Donson did § 
xzood work, especially in establishing good relations | 


non-European artists f 
and wishes [ 
to record its thanks to Miss Sheila Fort for her help in # 
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Miss Ernstzen (and later Mr. Ulster) at Bloemhof. 
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3 Staff 


As already stated, Mr. J. P. Hess acted as full-time 
librarian to the Association until February 1945, when 
he became librarian to the Hyman Liberman Institute, 
with Mr. J. Jonker as relief assistant. Mrs. K. Manuel 
worked at the headquarters library until the appoint- 
ment of Mr. C. H. Donson in October 1944, who also 
took charge of the Q-Town Library in succession to 
Messrs. L. D. Carr and 'T. G. van der Byl. Mr. V. Brink 
acted as relief assistant to Mr. Donson. Mr. A. G. Galo 


To all these staff members the Association wishes to 
express its thanks and appreciation. 


Supervision 


‘The exacting work of supervision was again carried 


out by Mr. F. du Plessis, who resigned in February 
1945 on his appointment as sul-librarian, Stellenbosch 
) University Library. 


Mr. du Plessis brought to this 


work keen interest, understanding, and enthusiasm, and 
the Association was most sorry to lose his services. 
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EXAMINATION RESULTS 
DECEMBER 1945 


ELEMENTARY 
Afrikaans Literature (Old syllabus) 


Grade A. 2 entered and passed 
Naude, Miss M. M., Johannesburg P.L. 
Olivier, Miss J. M. P., Pretoria Technical College 
Grade B. 8 entered, 
Hadley, Miss A. 'T., 
Wickens, J. P., 


EXAMINATION 


2 passed 
State Library 
State Library 


| English Literature (Old syllabus) 


Grade A. 4 entered, 3 passed 


Lloyd, Miss D. A., Johannesburg P.L 


, ‘| McLeod, Miss M., Johannesburg P.L. 


| Hadley, Miss A. 'T., 


I Zidel, Miss M. E., Johannesburg P.L. 


Grade B. 1 entered and failed 


Classification, Cataloguing and Routine (Old syllabus) 
8 entered, + passed 

Boner, Miss S., Johannesburg P.L. 

Dey, Miss FE. A., Bloemfontein P.L. 


Hadley, Miss A. 'T., State Library 


Purdham, Miss P., Johannesburg P.L. 


WHOLE ELEMENTARY CERTIFICATE 


The following have now qualified for the Ele- 
mentary Certificate :— 

Second class 
State Library 


Lloyd, Miss M. A., Johannesburg P.L. 
Wickens, J. P., State Library 


INTERMEDIATE EXAMINATION 


Cataloguing (Old syllabus) 


10 entered, 4+ passed 
England, Miss W. A., Johannesburg P.L. 
Smith, Miss E. H. K., Geological Survey Library 
Verster, Miss E., State Library 
Warren, Miss A. E., State Library 


Cataloguing (New syllabus) 

15 entered, 10 passed 
Du ‘Toit, Miss $8. W. R., State Library 
Du, Toit, Miss W. M., Johannesburg P.L. 
Kietzman, Miss K. M., Johannesburg P.L. 
Lucas, Miss M. B., Wit. Univ. Library 
Morrish, Miss 'T. P., Johannesburg P.L. 
Nourse, Miss M. G., Wit. Univ. Library - 
Sinclair, Miss J., State Library 
‘Turner, Miss D. M., Johannesburg P.L. 
W ickens, 1. Fe State Library 
Wium, Miss M. W., State L ibrary 


Classification (Old syllabus) 
14 entered, 7 passed 
Aremband, Miss E., Johannesburg P.L. 
Bryant, Miss A. M., State Library. 
De Vos, Miss M. H., State Library 
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Galgut, Miss M.; State Library 

Le Roux, Mrs. A. M. M., Pretoria Univ. Library 
Preiss, Miss 'T., State Library 

Te Groen, Miss J. C., State Library 


Classification (New syllabus) 


15 entered, 7 passed 
Douglas, Miss D. M., State Library 
Du Toit, Miss W. M., Johannesburg P.L. 
Lucas, Miss M. B., Wit. Univ. Library 
Morrish, Miss T. P., Johannesburg P.L. 
Sender, Miss F., Wit. Univ. Library 
Turner, Miss D. M., Johannesburg P.L. 
Van der Linde, Miss E. A., Transvaal Prov. Lib. 


Admimstration (New syllabus) 


14 entered, 7 passed 
Du Toit, Miss W. M., Johannesburg P.L. 
Hughes, Miss M. E., Johannesburg P.L. 
Jaivis, Miss O. W., Johannesburg P.L. 
Kirkman, Miss M. E., Johannesburg P.L. 
Lucas, Miss M. B., Wit. Univ. Library 
Sender, Miss F., Wit. Univ. Library 
Turner, Miss D. M., Johannesburg P.L. 


Bookstock (New syllabus) 


29 entered, 20 passed (* =- taken as Final subject) 
Brown, Miss J. Blundell, Johannesburg P.I..* 
Canin, Miss M., Johannesburg P.L.* 

De Wet, Mrs. E. C., Johannesburg P.L.* 
Dougherty, Miss G. J., Wit. Univ. Library * 
Du Toit, Miss W. M., Johannesburg P.L. 
Friedgut, Miss F. G., Johannesburg P.L.* 
Gonski, Miss J., Johannesburg P.L.* 

Green, Miss M. E., Cape Town Univ. Library * 
Isaacson, Miss P. H., Johannesburg P.L. * 
Kirkman, Miss M. E., Johannesburg P.L. 

Leigh, Miss N. F., Johannesburg P.L. 

Lucas, Miss M. B., Wit. Univ. Library 
McGrath, Miss N., U.S. Information Library, 
- Johannesburg * 

McQueen, Miss M., Durban P.L.* 

Merrington, Miss C., Johannesburg P.L.* 
Morrish, Miss T. P., Johannesburg P.L. 
Nourse, Miss M. G., Wit. Univ. Library 
Ogilvie, Miss J. H., Johannesburg P.L.* 
Sender, Miss F., Wit." Univ. Library 
Turner, Miss D. M., Johannesburg P.L. 


WHOLE INTERMEDIATE EXAMINATION 


The following have now qualified for the Inter- [7 

mediate Certificate :— 

Second class 

Aremband, Miss E., Johannesburg P.L. 
Bryant, Miss H. M., State Library 
Du Toit, Miss W. M., Johannesburg P.L. 
England, Miss W. A., Johannesburg P.L. 
Galgut, Miss M., State Library p 
Le Roux, Mrs. A. M. M., Pretoria Univ. Library | 
Lucas, Miss M. B., Wit. Univ. Library ‘ 
Preiss, Miss 'T’., State Library 
Sender, Miss F., Wit. Univ. Library ‘ 
Smith, Miss E. H. K., Geological Survey Library PF 
Te Groen, Miss J. C., State Library : 
Turner, Miss D. M., Johannesburg P.L. 


FINAL EXAMINATION 


Administration (New syllabus) 

(a) General. 3 entered, none passed 

(b) Special (Publ libraries). 3 entered, 1 passed 
Ogilvie, Miss J. H., Johannesburg P.L. 
Bibliography (New syllabus) 

7 entered, 5 passed 
Brown, Miss J. Blundell, Johannesburg P.L. 
Cabeke, Miss P., Wit. Univ. Library . 
Canin, Miss M., Johannesburg P.L. 


De Wet, Mrs. E. C., Johannesburg P.L. 
Dougherty, Miss G. J., Wit. Univ. Library 


LANGUAGE TESTS 
German 
1 entered and passed 
Botha, Miss E. E., State Library 


DIPLOMA 


The following have now qualified to receive the 
Diploma of the South African Library Associa- 
tion (Final Examination passed in second class): 

Botha, Miss E. E., State Library 

Green, Miss M. E., Cape Town Univ. Library 

Friedgut, Miss F. G., Johannesburg P.L. 

Merrington, Miss C., Johannesburg P.L. 
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t Cape Libraries: Miss Elliot 


CAPE BRANCH, REPORT FOR 'THE YEAR 1945-46 


Chairman: Mr. R. F. M. Immelman 

Hon. Sec.: Mr. A. M. L. Robinson 

Members: Miss G. Elliot, Miss D. Saul, Miss E. 
Taylor, Messrs. H. Edge, H. Holdsworth, G. 
V. Marais, Inspector Storey* (nominated by 
Department of Public Education), Dr. F. J. van 
der Riet, D. H. Varley 
* Resigned September 1945 on_ retirement, 
succeeded by Mr. O. P. Truter, Inspector of 
Schools. 


REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER BODIES 


| Education Sub-committee: Dr. van der Riet, Mr. 


i Publicity Sub-committee : 


Immelman, Mr. Varley 
Messrs. 
Edge, Holdsworth, and Immelman 


Robinow, 


| Cape Libraries Extension Association: Miss 


Taylor and Mr. Robinson 


| Books for Troops and Ships Committee : Miss 


Ashenhurst (Wynberg Public Library) 


PUBLIC MEETINGS 


21 May: Debate : “Public libraries are not essen- 
tial to the modern community.” For: Senator 
Edgar Brookes and Adv. E. Kellaway. Against: 
Mr. A. A. Roberts (Secretary for Union Educa- 
tion) and Miss H. C. Olivier, M.P.C. 

28 May: School libraries meeting. Speakers: 
Miss N. G. Henshilwood, Mr. R. Enslin, Miss 
FE. ‘Taylor. 

School Libraries Section 
committee elected. 


18 June: Mrs. F. C. Wilmer and Miss W. B. 
Linderman, directors of the U.S. Information 
Libraries in Johannesburg and Cape ‘lown 
respectively, interviewed by members of the 
Branch. 


established and 


24 August: Symposium on library methods and 
problems. Speakers: Miss D. E. Rossouw, Miss 
K. Dowsley, Mrs. Jongens, Miss J. Mandel- 
brote, Miss E. Hewitt, Miss D. Wookey, Miss 
Saul, and Mr. S. I. Malan. 


11 September: Mr. G. V. Smith (Chairman, 


Cape Film Society) on “The film and the 
community”; Dr. H. Coblans (Librarian, 
Natal University College Library) on ‘The 
place of the film in the library”. 


12 October: Mr. S. J. Kritzinger (Provincial 
Library Organizer for the Cape Province) on 
“Government libraries and library personnel, 
with special reference to the libraries of the 
Department of Agriculture and Forestry”. 

Showing of film “The story of the recorded 
word”. 


2 December: Social evening ai Rhodes Memorial 


Tea Room. Miss W. B. Linderman and Mr. 
R. F. Kennedy as guests. 


ACTIVITIES OF MEMBERS 


Messrs. Varley and Immelman were members of 
the Cape Town City Library Commission and 
Committee, and of the Provincial Advisory 
Library Committee. The recommendations and 
report of the City Library Commission were 
accepted by the Cape ‘Town City Council. The 
Library Organizer for the Cape Province was 
appointed in September 1945. 


ASSOCIATED BODIES 


Society for Book Distribution : Its work and book- 
stock taken over by the Provincial Library 
Organizer October 1945. 

Cape Librarics Extcnsion Association: Third 
Annual Report.’ Provincial side taken over by 
Province 1 January 1946. 

Schools’ Section established. 
about 40. 

Hospital libraries (November onwards): C.L.E.A., 
asked to initiate Cape ‘Town hospital library 
scheme, declined, and the South African Public 
Library ‘Trustees agreed to undertake it. Mrs. 
C. A. Inskip appointed. Grant by City Council 
of £600 to buy books and equipment before 
end of 1945. Various hospitals visited. Service 
to be put into operation very shortly. 

Membership: Approximately 200. 


Membership of 


1Cf. p. 86 of this issue. 
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INCOME 
Credit balance 


Rebates on members’ subscriptions 
Interest on Building Society account 


EXPENDITURE 


Stationery, printing, etc. 
Postage 


SOUTH AFRICAN LIBRARIES 


Financial Statement : March 1945 January 1916 


Advertisement in press 
Telephones & telegrams 
Teas (Schools’ meeting) 
Hire of film 


Commission on cheques, ete. 
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Balance at Building Society 
Cash in hand 
£32 10 
R. FF. M. Immelman, Chairman. 


A. M. Lewin Robinson, Hon. Secretary. 
2 February 1946 


PERSONALIA 


BrowNx—Miss D. E. Brown, formerly assistant at the 
Johannesburg Public Library and the Africana 
Museum, and on military service during the past few 
vears, has been appointed Senior Assistant on the 
staff of the Transvaal Provincial Library. 

I: VENDEN---Miss W. KX. Evenden, for many vears assis- 
tant at the Durban Municipal Library, has resigned 
on her departure for England to be married. 

Frus--Mr. Th. Friis, assistant on the staff of the 
Transvaal Provincial Library, has been appointed 
Regional Librarian of the Witbank-Lydenburg 
Regional Library. 

HérscHrr—Miss C. Hélscher, assistant at the Ger- 
miston Public Library, has joined the staff of the 
Transvaal P. ovincial Library. 

Hussey—Captain Marjorie Hussey, of the staff of the 
Durban Municipal Library, returned to Durban in 
December 1945 after five vears’ military service. 
She was one of the first 14 W.A.A.F. in Cairo in 
1941. For the last four years she was attached to the 
S.A.C.S. as Chief Cypher Officer. After three years’ 
service in Egypt she went to Rome, where she was on 
the staff of Major-General Theron. In 1944 she 
was mentioned in dispatches and later she was 
awarded the M.B.E. (Military Division) for con- 
spicuous service. 

Lrevy—Miss Betty Levy, M.Aa., A.S.A.L.A., has been 
appointed Librarian of the Bloemfontein Public 
Library. She has been on the staff of the Library for 
14 years. For many years she was in charge of the 
Children’s Library, and she has been largely respons- 
ible for the outstanding success of that department. 

McGratH—Miss N. MeGrath, Cataloguer at the 
U.S. Information Library, Johannesburg, has been 
appointed Librarian at the South African Institute 
for Medical Research, Johannesburg. 

Mews—Miss Hazel Mews, M.A., F.L.A., has been 
appointed to the newly created post of Senior Research 
Officer in charge of the Library and Information 
Centre of the Council for Scientific and Industrial 
Research, Pretoria. Before coming to South Africa 
in 1938 Miss Mews was Librarian in the Research 
Department of the Union of Post Office Workers, 
London, and then Librarian to the Library Association 
and Assistant Editor of the Library association record 
from 1934 to 1936. Thereafter she became Secretary 
to the Chairman of the Nonesuch Press. From 1938 
to 1942 she was on the staff of the Johannesburg 
Public Library, latterly in charge ot the Municipal 


Reference Library. 
trial Development 
Library and Information Bureau. 
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In 1942 she went to the Indus- Pf 
Corporation and built up .their & 
In 1944 she was P 
(Carnegie) P 


Public Library, and held that post at the time of her 


present appointment. Miss Mews’s interests 
always lain in bibliographical and reference work and 
she was the first candidate to pass the Library Associa- 


tion’s alternative examination on the organization of & 


university and special libraries. Her varied experience 
and wide reading in this branch of librarianship have 
equipped her well for her new task. 

Porcieter--Mr. F. J. Potgieter, assistant on the stat? 
of the ‘Transvaal Provincial Library, has been ap- 
pointed Regional Librarian of the Klerksdorp- 
Lichtenburg Regional Library. 

Ropinson -Mr. H. M. Robinson, Regional Librarian 
of the Witbank-Lydenburg Regional Library, has 
been appointed Librarian of the Ermyelo-Standerton 
Regional Library. 

Ronixnsox, Helen Margaret 
Antony M. Lewin. A son: Andrew Meredith ; with 
the assistance of Dr. R. W. Pickering. Rondebosch, 
C.P., Leighwood maternity home, 16 January 1946, 
7 Ib. 6 oz. 354 cm. Ist edition. 

scorr——Miss D. M. Scott, p.s.a.n.a., Assistant at the 
State Lebrary, has been appointed Librarian of the 
Germiston (Carnegie) Public Library. 

STRANG-—Miss M. E. Strang, Librarian at the South 
African Institute for Medical Research, Johannesburg, 
has resigned on her departure for England to be married. 

"TOERIEN 


been appointed Regional Librarian of the Pretoria- 
Nylstroom Regional Library. 

WALKER 
resigned from the post of Librarian of the Bloem- 
fontein Public Library. Miss Oppenheim, as we 
know 
South African Library Association, and was a member 
of the Administrative Council from 1936 to 1942. 


have F 


(Austin), and Robinson, f 


Mr. B. J. Toerien, b.a., Lib. Dip. University Bf 
of Cape Town, ‘assistant at the State Library, has 


Mrs. Gladys Walker (née Oppenheim) las : 


her best, was one of the first members of the f 


During her 15 vears’ service at the Bloemfontein f 


Library she has done splendid pioneering work inf 


improving library services not only for Bloemfon- 


tein, but also for the rural and the non-European Ff 
Her resignation will f 
not mean the end of her interest in library affairs, 7 


population of the Free State. 


and she is at present working on a part-time basis 
on the subject catalogue of the Bloemfontein Library. 
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PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED AND ANNOUNCED 


' Boccs, Samuel W. Classification and cataloging 
) of miaps and atlases, by Samuel W. Boggs and 
Dorothy Cornwell Lewis. New York, Special 
libraries association, 1945. 185 p. $8.75. 


> The Special Libraries Association announces publica - 
© tion of this work for July 1945. The authors are 
i respectively Chief and Map Librarian of the Division 
- of Geography and Cartography of the United States 
' Department of State. The manual is primarily concerned 
' with practices needed for separate map collections 
> but allows for adaptation to a consolidated book and 
' map catalogue. Includes information about map 
» projections, prime meridians, centesimal system of 
/ latitude and longitude and other technical notes, 
~ accompanied by illustrations. 


» SouTH AFRICAN PuBLic LipraRy, Cape Town. 
Select list of accessions.... June 1945. 10 p. 
mimeographed. 


| The Librarian writes : “It is impossible to cram all 
' non-fiction accessions into Cape libraries—-this list is 
' an attempt to catch up a bit with our inflow.” 


' New York. Public Library. Busy books : the New 
' York Public Library in 1944. New York, The 
New York Public Library, 1945. 


The New York Public Library has issued this brightly 
written pocket-sized pamphlet covering the main 
aspects of its work in 1944, with such statistics as are 
given relegated to a few paragraphs at the end. As an 
example of the method of approach we quote the 
beginning of the report :— 

“If books could speak their minds, some ot them 
might boast of overwork these days. The solid fellows, 
used to seeing their lighter neighbors do the gadding. 
have been trotting back and forth from shelf to reader 
at best-seller paces. 

It’s a safe bet that they are proud of their recognition 
as the books people can’t do without, even in wartime.” 


Toronto. Public library board, Reading in To- 
ronto, 1944, being the sixty-first annual report 
of the ‘Toronto Public Library board for the 
year 1944, Toronto, Ryerson Press. . 


This full and dignified report of over 50 pages 
contains the Report of the Chairman, the Report of the 
Chief Librarian, full departmental refgorts, statistics 
and accounts, covering all aspects of the excellent 
work accomplished by the Toronto Public Library 
during the year. ‘The paper used shows no signs of 
austerity and the report even contains photographs, 
including a very pleasing shot of the Chief Librarian 
and some young readers at the opening of a new school 
library. 


JOHANNESBURG. Africana Museum. Annual report 
for the year ended 30 June 1945. 8p. 


The report opens with a comment on the increasing 
usefulness of the Museum. The Government Bureau of 
Information, for example, frequently requires photo- 
graphs of exhibits in the Museum in connexion with their 
exhibitions organized to foster interest in South Africa 
in various countries. Writers and journalists are making 
extensive use of the Museum’s exhibits and of informa- 
tion gleaned from the Museum’s records. The Teachers’ 
Training College and the schools are making more use 
of the Museum’s educational facilities. . T 
Africana Society, initiated by the Museum, now has 
a membership of 537 Sets of photographs of a 
selection of the exhibits have been supplied to the 
Bureau of Information and dispatched by them to their 
Public Relations offices in London, Washington, Nairobi, 
and Leopoldville. ... A short cine film of the Museum, 
made by Messrs. African Films, was shown with the 
news-reels at every cinema in the African Films circuit. 
The bulk of the Report is devoted to descriptions of 
new exhibits and temporary exhibitions held during 
the year. 


PALESTINE, the Jews and the Arabs. [Johannes- 
burg, South African Zionist Federation, 1945 ? 


8p.]. 


SPECIAL LIBRARIES AssOcIATION. A list of subject 
headings for chemistry libraries; comp. by a 
committee of the Chemistry section, Science- 
Technology group, of the Special Libraries 
Association, under the chairmanship of Grace 
R. Cameron. New York, Special Libraries 
Association, 1945. 64 p. planographed. $1.50. 
General or main headings are used which can be 

expanded as needed. Sub-divisions which may be used 

under general headings are also given. Examples of 
expansions for specialized fields such as dyes, paper, 
and rubber are included. 


U.S. Library of Congress. A guide to the official 
publications of the other American republics ; 
general editor James B. Childs. Washington, 
D.C., Library of Congress, 1945-. 

Part 1: Argentina; Part 2: Bolivia; Part 7: 
Cuba. Obtainable from the Superintendent of 
Documents, U.S, Govt. Printing Office, Wash- 
ington 25, D.C. Prices: Part 1, 25 cents; 
Part 2, 15 cents; Part 7, 10 cents, 








LIBRARY NOTES AND NEWS 


Cape Town. U.S. Information Library. This Library 
was Officially opened by General Holcomb, Minister 
Plenipotentiary for the U.S.A. in the Union, on 
17 September 1945. Miss Winifred Linderman, 
M.L.S. (Col.), is in charge, assisted by Miss V. Myer, 
B.L.S. (Col.). 

Tohannesburgse Openbare Bibiioteek. Museum vir 

*. Afrikaanse lettere. Die Afrikaanse boeke uit die Na- 
slaanafdeling is in ’n spesiaie kamer geplaas, wat op 
29 Oktober 1945 deur die Administrateur van Trans- 
va2l formeel geopen is. Boeke, oorspronklike manu- 
skripte, briewe, en oorspronklike tekeninge van 
boekillustrasies en papier omslae en ook portrette 
van skrywers word daar vir die nageslag bewaar. Die 
Afrikaanse Skrywerskring beywer hom vir die ver- 
sameling van materiaal vir bewaring in die Museum 
vir Afrikaanse J.ettere. ‘n Volledige berig oor hier- 
die vertakking van die Johannesburgse Naslaan- 
afdeling sal by ’n later geleentheid verskyn. 

Germiston. (Carnegie) Public Library. From. the 
Annual report, 1944-45 :— 

-The wear and tear on old books, the short life of 
those produced under war-time conditions, the 
mounting prices and restricted numbers of new 
books, and binding difficulties contributed to the fact 
that the book stock at the end of June 1945 was lower 
than at the end of June 1944 (35,475 as against 
38,599). Issues also decreased from 244,319 to 
228,304. “The main decrease was in English fiction, 
and the fact that for the first time the Library lent 
more books under the Inter-Library Loan System 
than it borrowed indicates that its stock of worth- 
while books is not lower than that of other libraries 
in the Union. The number of centres served under 
the Transvaal Rural Free Library increased from 
237 to 250, and the number of schools under the 
Transvaal Education Department School Libraries 
from 122 to 127. 

Namakwalandse Biblioteke. In Aauaplandse boekerye, 
4 (2), Des. 1945, beskryf Mnr. S. J. Kritzinger, 
Biblioteekorganiseerder van die I\aap-provinsie, ’n 
interessante verkenningsreis wat hy deur Namakwa- 
land gemaak het. ,,... By elke plek is ek oorlaai met 
blyke van vriendelikheid en waardering. Oral is 
vooraf reélings getref met die Magistraat, of Skoofhoof, 
of Hoof van Polisie, of Sekretaresse van die A.C.V.V. 
of V.L.V. om klein byeenkomste van skakelpersone 
en verteenwoordigers van betrokke of belangstellende 
liggame byeen te roep vir 'n gegewe uur... . Nérens 
is ek teleurgestel nie. ... Die doel was nie om groot 
getalle bymekaar te kry nie, maar om daardie kern 
skakelpersone, verteenwordigers van lewende lig- 
game ... te ontmoet, en die beoogde Provinsiale 
biblioteekdiens aan hulle te verduidelik. . . 

,,Op elkeen van die 20 byeenkomste is 
soos die volgende geneem : 


besluite 


,,Hierdie vergadering, bestaande uit verteenwoor- 
digers van belanghebbende plaaslike liggame, het 
met vreugde verneem van die beoogde vrye platte- 
Jandse biblioteekdiens en wens die Provinsiale 
Administrasie te verseker dat dit nie alleen in ’n 
langgevoelde behoefte sal voorsien nie, maar dat 
ons dit ook van harte sal ondersteun. Die ver- 
gadering versoek vriendelik dat die Biblioteek- 
komitee, na behoorlike raadpleging van sy lede, 





raga 









Administrasie 





*n skrywe in dier voege aan die 
rig.” 


,,Die ,Namakwaland-streek’ beskik reeds oor ‘pn 
aantal biblioteke.... Daar is ander, soos Vredendal, 
wat reeds ywerig aan die werk gespring het om 'n 
begin daarmee te maak. Ander plekke . . . ontvang 
versamelings boeke van die A.C.V.V., V.L.V. of 
Vereniging vir Boekverspreiding (nou Provinsiale 
Biblioteekdiens). ... Dit bly egter ’n voldonge feit 
dat die massa van boeremense feitlik nog heeltemal 
ontstoke is van die voorreg. . . . 

,,Wat my getref het op hierdie reis is veral die groot 
afstande tussen sommige plekke.. Gelukkig is die 
paaie byna sonder uitsondering baie mooi.en sou die 
toekomstige reisende biblioteek sonder veel mocite 
oor die aarde kan beweeg. ’n Ander punt van belang 
is die baie plaasskole. Hierdie skole sou tot groot 
voordeel gebruik kon word om die buiteliggende deel 
van die gemeenskap te bereik. ... Weens die veel- 
vuldigheid van plaasskole, of selfs skole op dic 
klein dorpies, is dit duidelik dat die nouste kontak met 
die Onderwysdepartement gehou sal moet word. Die F 
skoolhoof sal in baie gevalle noodwendig ook die 
bibliotekaris moet wees. Sonder uitsondering word 
die biblioteekskema deur die skole van harte verwel- 
kom... . 

,,Dis vir my duidelik dat om ’n sukses te wees die 
biblioteekstreke nie te groot sal moet wees nie, want 
anders sal hulle lomp en onhanteerbaar wees, terwy! 
dit juis noodsaaklik is dat die persoonlike kontak 
gedurig moet bestaan en na elke maand of ses weke 
weer verstewig moet word... . 

,,Garies se biblioteek . . . beskik oor sy eie gebou, 
waarin ook die poskantoor en een skoolklas gehuisves 
is... . Ander biblioteke . . . beywer hulle reeds vir 
die verkry van ’n geskikte perseel vir die optrek van 
‘n doeltreffende bibliot_ekgebou. Daar is ander, 
weer . . . wat sekere geskikte geboue in die oog het. 
Die verwagting is dan dat hierdie geboue deur een 
of meer van die ingesetenes of gewese inwoners van 
die dorp of distrik aangekoop en as biblioteek geskenk [ 
sal word. Ander biblioteke is besig met planne, maar 
in byna al die gevalle skyn dit die begeerte van die 
plaaslike inwoners te wees om een of ander lokaal 
gratis tot beskikking van die Administrasie te stel. 
In die meeste gevalle sal ook al die boeke—of die 
grootste gedeelte—aan die Biblioteekskema oorgedra 
word. Die besluit om hierdie dinge te doen sal 
natuurlik uitsluitlix berus by die plaaslike Biblioteek- 
komitee, wat op sy beurt weer sy lede sal raadpleeg.” § 

Transvaal Provincial Library and adult education. | 
The Provincial Library organizer and the Director 7 
of the Bureau of Adult Education of the Pretoria [ 
Technical College are drawing up a scheme for what 
will be virtually the nucleus of a Free People’s Uni- 
versity. The idea is that a number of lecturers will 
from time to time accompany the travelling library 
and at specified places give lectures on topics of | 
general interest. Books referred to or recommended | 
by the lecturers will be immediately available for Joan 
from the travelling library. (Cf. Robinson, H. M. 

Die Transvaalse Provinsiale Biblioteek en die onder- | 
wys van volwassenes. Museion, 1(3)3, Jan. 1946, 
uitgegee deur die Buro vir Volwassene-Onderwys 
van die Pretoriase Tegniese Kollege). 
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NOORD-TRANSVAALSE TAK 


VERSLAG VAN WERKSAAMHEDE VIR DIE TWEEDE JAAR 


1. Die eerste algemene jaarlikse vergadering het 
Omtrent 40 
mense was aanwesig, en die komitee vir die jaar 
1944-45 is gekies. 

2. ’n Komitee-vergadering is in Oktober gehou 
waarby Mnr. Punt as voorsitter, Mej. Bresler en 
Mej. Warren gesamentlik as ere-sekretaresse- 
tesourieres gekies is. ’n Program is opgetrek vir 
die volgende jaar. ’n Sub-komitee bestaande uit 
Mnre. Punt en Ribbens, Mej. Bresler and Mej. 


_ Warren is aangestel om aangeleenthede i.v.m. 
_ die publisiteit van die afdeling te behartig, 


veral die memorandum aangaande die uitbreiding 
van biblioteekfasiliteite vir die jeug van Pretoria, 


- wat aan die munisipaliteit van Pretoria gerig sou 
» word. 


Die lede van bogenoemde komitee het 


» sekere liggame genader, naamlik, Pretoria Parents’ 
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- Association, Pretoria-tak van die National Council 
> of Women, Rotary Society, St. Wilfred’s Guild of 


Church Women, Hollands-Afrikaanse Lees-unie, 


wat gewillig was om die skema skriftelik en ander- 


sins te ondersteun wanneer dit uiteindelik die 
Munisipaliteit sou bereik. 

Dit blyk ook dat sekere stadsraadslede hierdie 
skema gunstig gesind is. 

3. Intussen is die memorandum aan die Trans- 


/ vaalse Onderwysdgpartement gestuur, daar dit die 
_ mening was dat hulle goedkeuring die belangrik- 


heid van die saak sou beklemtoon. Daarby het dit 
gebly tot September van hierdie jaar toe die 
Tegniese Adviseur van die Direkteur van Onder- 
wys ’n gekose vergadering van skoolhoofde byeen- 
geroep het om die verslag te oorweeg. Na twee 
vergaderings is uiteindelik besluit dat skool- 
biblioteke in Pretoria (in sekere gevalle) ontoe- 
reikend is, en dat hulpdienste, soos in die 
memorandum voorgestel is, die saak aanisienlik 
sal verbeter. Ons wag nog op die Departement 
se skriftelike bevestiging van hierdie besluit, en 


| toestemming om met die saak voort te gaan. 


4. Die 5de algemene vergadering van_ hierdie 


_ Afdeling is gehou in die Staatsbiblioteek op 16 


Maart 1945, om 4 n.m. 18 lede was teenwoordig, 


en het almal baat gevind by ’n toespraak oor “‘Psy- 
chology of children’s reading’’, wat op ’n bekwame 
wyse gelewer is deur Dr. Oberholzer, Professor van 
Sielkunde aan die Normaalkollege, Pretoria. ’n 
Lewendige diskussie oor die onderwys het hierna 
gevolg. ’n Boekresensie van die jongste Afrikaanse 
letterkunde is deur Mnr. Toerien gelewer. 


5. Mev. Wilmer, bibliotekaresse van die Ameri- 
kaanse Informasie-biblioteek in Johannesburg, 
het op 4 Mei in die Staatsbiblioteek, Pretoria, die 
algemene vergadering van die Afdeling toegespreek 
oor “Library service with children’. Die 45 lede 
wat teenwoordig was, het hierdie lesing ten volle 
geniet en het dit op lewendige wyse bespreek. 
Mej. Warren het ’n boekresensie van die jongste 
Engelse kinderlektuur gelewer. 


6. In September is lede van ons Afdeling uit- 
genooi na ’n vergadering van ons sentrale liggaam, 
die Pretoria-tak van die S.A.B.V. Dr. Skaife, van 
die Unie-Onderwysdepartement, het ’n interes- 
sante toespraak gelewer oor ‘“‘Post-War education’. 

7. Die 8ste algemene vergadering is op 14 Sep- 
tember om 4 n.m. in die Staatsbiblioteek gehou. 
27 lede was aanwesig. ’n Lesing met ’n demon- 
strasie oor ‘Elements of book-binding”’, is deur 
Mej. Guericke, ’n deskundige in haar vak, gelewer. 
Mej. du Toit het ’n resensie oor Afrikaanse 
kinderlektuur gelewer. 


8. Die Transvaalse Onderwysdepartement het 
’n kennisgewing in die onderwyskoerant geplaas, 
om die aandag van skole in die Transvaal te vestig 
op die oprigting van die Skool- en Kinderafdeling. 
Skole word aangedring om van hierdie geleent- 
heid gebruik te maak en aan te sluit as inrigtings- 
lede. Tien plattelandse skole het alreeds gebruik 
gemaak van hulle lidmaatskap deur gegradeerde 
lysce aan te vra, om te help met beste!lings vir 
die skcolbiblioteek. 

9. Die Sekretaris van die N.T. Tak het op 
16 Maart die konstitusie van ons Afdeling, soos 
opgetrek deur die sub-komitee aangestel vir hier- 
die taak, met ’n paar klein wysigings bekragtig. 
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10. In aanmerking geneem die goeie vordering 
wat die Afdeling gemaak het, het die Transvaalse 
Onderwysdepartement aan die begin van die jaar 
besluit dat alle kennisgewings in die toekoms 
deur die Afdeling self uitgestuur moet word. Dit 
beteken ’n vermeerdering in onkoste. Verder is 
besluit om kennisgewings van vergaderings aan 
alle skole in Pretoria te stuur afgesien daarvan of 
hulle lid van die Afdeling is of nie. Aldus verwag 
ons ’n groter opkoms by vergaderings en so- 
doende meer publisiteit. Vanaf 1946, egter, word 
alleen skole wat hulle ledegeld betaal het in kennis 
gestel van vergaderings. 

’n Kennisgewing is aan alle lede van die sentrale 
liggaam van ons Afdeling, die N.T. Tak van die 
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20 lede was aanwesig. Die voorsitter, Mnr. Punt, 
het ’n toespraak gelewer oor die werk van die} ° 
Afdeling vir die afgelope jaar. Mej. Warren het) 
die verslag van die Sekretaresse-Tesouriere gelees,f) Tt 
wat gevolg is deur ’n resénsie van die jongste 
Engelse kinderlektuur, deur Mej. Sinclair. Die) ™ 
verkiesing van die komitee vir 1946 het toe plaas- 
gevind. ‘Tot ons spyt het Mnr. Punt hom nie weer 
verkiesbaar gestel nie. Mnr. Christie en Me), 
Warren het hom bedank vir die vaardigheid | 
waarmee hy sy taak as voorsitter vervul het. 










Verslag van die Sekretaresse-Tesouriere 


“ ‘ ; Kontant £1 4 116 
S.A.B.V., gestuur, waarin hulle gevra word om 25 subskripsies, 2s. 6d. elk 4 7 «OF 
aan te dui of hulle as lede van ons Afdeling beskou £512 3 
wil word. 52 lede het hierop geantwoord. Geen Bedrag uitbetaal : we 
intekengeld word egter van hulle geéis nie, daar Asn posgeld : 4 woe ~—_ 9 ) 
hulle ipso facto lede van ons Afdeling word as hulle ps 
ulle ip ‘ n ons eling word as hulle 3. aan lede van die S.A.B.V. 7 Sf 
as lid van die S.A.B.V. inteken. Aan herdrukke (3 stelle) 5 35 
Slegs 35 van die 44 lede wat ingeskryf het : : 
sedert die ontstaan van die Afdeling het hulle ' - ‘ 
Lihat leataal Aan reisgeld—M_-v. Wilmer 6 8h 
edegeld betaal. , Aan tee—een vergadering 2 67 
Kontant in besit is nou £3 1s. 5d. Aan vervoer vir twee sprekers : i 3 
11. Die 2de jaarlikse algemene vergadering is £2 11 0 
op 16 Maart in die Staatsbiblioteek gehou. Balars £31 «55 
my 
e (itl 
ry. T m4 i} 3 
SOUTHERN TRANSVAAL BRANCH i. 
b 
REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1944-45 é : 
Tue past year has been an active one for the Section, but despite everybody’s fears to the contrary, there was |) Sh 


After the Annual General Meeting held in November 
1944 the Section’s year began in February witha meeting 
at the E. P. Baumann School, when Miss Schroeder 
gave a very interesting talk on “‘The picture collection 
in aschool library,”! and members were able to see the 
school’s picture collection. 

The next meeting was held at the Sir John Adamson 
Junior High School, and was a teachers’ symposium. 
Mr. C. van der Walt spoke on the difficulties of primary 
school libraries, especially Afrikaans ones in the poorer 
districts. Miss E. Dixon spoke on routines in the school 
library, and Mrs. Whitehouse on the relationship 
between the school and the public library.? 

In June Miss M.Whiteley spoke on‘‘Reference work in 
the school library” *to a meeting held at the Jeppe Girls’ 
High School. This very useful talk was illustrated by a 
list of basic reference books for the high school library. 

Mr. Laburn had the distinction of addressing a meet- 
ing at the Johannesburg Public Library on VJ Day, 


1Cf. S.A.L. 12:93-95, Apr. 1945 (School and 
Children’s Library Section Reprint, 5:13, Apr. 1945). 

2Cf. S.A.L. 13:45-48, Oct. 1945 (School and 
Children’s Library Section Reprint, 6 : 5-8, Oct. 1945). 

°Cf. S.A.L. 13: 7!-72, Jan. 1946 (School and Child- 
ren’s Library Section Reprint, 6: 11-12, Jan. 1946). 


8.A.L.—s. & c. 6:14 


a very good attendance. He spoke on libraries in . 
Canadian and American schools, and showed how much f ‘ 
use can be made of a school library both for recreational | 


and educational reading. 
The last meeting was a symposium held at the Jeppe [7 194 
Boys’ High School, and pupils from various schools | 
spoke. Members were able to see the new library at the |) 
school. } 
We have continued the practice of having book reviews |” 
at meetings, and [some of] these reviews have been | Ca 
printed in the Section Reprint.... B scl 
There are 101 members, 69 school and teacher» “© 
members, and 32 librarians. \ A 
The Committee has met twice during the year. J] su 
The members were as follows :— am 
Miss M. E. Green (Chairman); Miss L. E. Taylor 7 
(Vice-Chairman); Miss D. M. Turner and Miss C. } 
Merrington (Joint Hon. Secretaries); Miss C. Hélscher  W* 
(Branch Nominee); Miss E. Hartmann (S.A.L. repre- Mm: 


sentative); Miss V. Driver; Miss I. M. Jackson; and |% of 
Mr. H. P. Mulder. : 

At the beginning of the year Miss Turner becarre 4 | 
member of the Johannesburg Public Library staff, and © 
Miss Z. Greenberg was co-opted to the Committee to © 
become the Hon. Secretary, teacher member. Soon 
afterwards Miss Taylor left us for Cape Town, and 





unt, F 


die 
het 
ees 
yste 


Die © 


aas- 
veer 


1eid 


_ 


— = 
j 
ie 
nar — 


Pg | a ina 


i 
| 
wi 


is hia a OB SEIS OSI 


> Was 
Ss in 
nuch 
ional 


eppe 
Nools 


Ig 


‘ 


g 
bs 

a 
‘at 


' place, Miss Turner becoming Vice-Chairman. 
Jackson also left in May. 


REPORT FOR THE 


» Miss E. Dixon was co-opted to the Committee in her 


Miss 


The main item of business transacted by the Com- 


mittee was the programme of general meetings for the 


- 
5 


year. 


The Section has lost three of its most enthusiastic 


members this year. Miss L. E. Taylor left early in the 
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- Campbell, G. A. 


> year to join the staff of the Cape Town University 
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Library, and Miss M. E. Green followed her later in 
the year. Miss Jackson left in May to get married in 
England. All three were foundation members of the 
Section, and did invaluable work for it. The Section 
wishes them every success in their new surroundings. ... 


I’, Z. GREENBERG, 
C. MERRINGTON, 
Foint Hon. Secretaries. 


NEW BOOKS FOR THE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL ' 


E. Dixon 


' Britain’s Glorious Navy. Odham. The book 


gives a comprehensive picture of life on a battle- 
ship, from the point of view of all members of the 
crew, from the captain downwards. It includes 
sections on Wrens, the Fleet Air Arm, etc., and 
has much technical detail, and information on 
naval strategy. It is likely to appeal to boys in 

their teens. 

Our police force. O.U.P. 
This is a non-fiction book dealing with the British 
police force. It is told through the story of a 
policeman named Harry, who rises from the 
ranks and works in the different departments of 
the Force. It gives details about Scotland Yard 
and other sections that are sure to interest the 
average boy. 3: 


| Lewis, Lorna. ‘Tea and hot bombs. 0.U.P. 


This book will appeal to girls who have enjoyed 
the Sue Barton stories. The heroine is a likeable 
girl who worked in a canteen in England during 
the bombing. 8. 6 
Lovell, Dorothy Ann. ‘The mystery of the 
bronze frog. Cape. This is avery good mystery 
yarn for children from 11-14 years, and 1s 
pleasingly illustrated. 
Shaw, Margaret and Fisher, James. Animals 
as friends, and how to keep them. Dent. This 


un 
a 


1 Review presented to a meeting of the School and 
Children’s Library Section of the Southern Transvaal 


pli at the Johannesburg Public Library in August 
1 1945, 


is a book for children of all ages, and tells how 
to care for all kinds of pets. It is well illustrated 
and has a good index. 9 

Story of the weather and the world’s re- 
sources. Follett. 2 v. in 1. This book deals 
with meteorology and human geography in a 
simplified form, and treats such subjects as the 
effect of climate on man. It is illustrated, with 
good margins and big print, and is suitable for 
children from twelve years onwards. 

1. section. Davis, D. H. How the world 
supports man. How foodstuffs and raw 
materials keep man alive and in comfort, 
and how they are obtained, 

2. section. Heile, M. The world’s moods. 
The weather and climate, and how they 
affect man. 

Way of life series, ed. by E. Bender. John C. 
Winston Co., Philadelphia. Each book is non- 
fiction, and is well bound and illustrated. each 

Price, E.R. ‘The trail of the trefoil. This is 
a book on guiding in America, and will 
appeal to all girl guides. 

Bedell, C. Shopper’s special. This deals 
with the great shops and department stores 
and how they are run. 

Arnold, Elliott. Nose for news. The story 
of how a newspaper is published, and how 
the news is collected. 

Murphy, R. B. Streamliner. 
passenger train. 


- 0 


$1.00 


$2.00 


Life on a 


CATHOLIC BOOK WEEK ' 


Catuoric Book Week which was held in the 
schools throughout the Transvaal from 27 to 31 
August, was an experiment, but so wonderfully 
successful was it that there is every possibility of 
making it an annual affair. 

Although our Book Week with its many activities 
was centred round Catholic literature, the plan 
may be extended and easily adapted to literature 
of any type. 

Each school had for the week a book stall 


* Paper read at a meeting of the School and Children’s 
Library Section of the S. Transvaal Branch of the 
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erected in the school hall or some convenient 
place. At the end of the week these stalls were 
transferred to Marist’s Hall, Koch Street, where 
the exhibition was opened to the public. 

So attractive was the exhibition that the 
authorities ordered it to remain open for a week 
instead of an afternoon as was originally intended. 

Previous to the actual Book Week a poster 
competition was held. The theme had to be lite- 
rary and a slogan selected. There were three 
hundred entries and on the first afternoon of the 
exhibition the posters were judged. ‘Two champion 
posters were chosen for the cash prizes and fifteen 
consolation prizes were awarded. 
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During the week in the schools various literary 
activities were held. I shall mention only a few : 
“A Book Title Hunt’’, ‘‘Guess the Authors’, 
“Book Fairs’, ‘‘Dramatizations”’, ‘“‘Lectures on 
Books and Writers’’, “Book Teas’, “‘Book News 
Sheets for the Notice Board’, ‘‘Sale of Booklets’, 
‘Book Slogans’. 

Children were invited to visit the Catholic 
Library during Book Week and each child had to 
place his or her name in a box prepared for the 
purpose. At the Exhibition four names were drawn 
and to each 5s. was given. During Book Week 


SUID-AFRIKAANSE BIBLIOTEKE 


five hundred children visited the Catholic Library, 

In many cases schools adopted an author for 
the year. A letter was sent and replies were 
received in time for Book Week. 

This was our first attempt at organizing a Book 
Week and Exhibition and we fully expected to 
do something unusual, but what was actually 
achieved really surpassed anything we anticipated. 

I must express my sincere thanks for the 
invitation to speak here this afternoon and I hope 
that before long we will have an inter-schools 
Book Week with an Exhibition in the City Hall. 


CHILDREN’S BOOK WEEK IN NEW ZEALAND 


IN 1944 the New Zealand Library Association decided 
to organize a Children’s Book Week in common with 
libraries in the U.S.A. and elsewhere, and a committee 
was set up in Wellington to make the necessary arrange- 
ments. Copies of the posters used in connexion with 
the Week in America were obtained, and the American 
slogan—‘‘United Through Books’’—was adopted. 

Librarians in all the cities and larger towns were 
invited to co-operate. They were advised of the aims 
and objects of the campaign and of the programme 
decided upon for Wellington. Altogether ten towns 
celebrated Children’s Book Week, and in many cases 
novel and interesting methods were used to attract 
public attention. The colourful and artistically exe- 
cuted posters from America contributed largely to the 
success of the various displays, and were the means, 
in many instances, of stimulating further local efforts 
along similar lines. 

The National Broadcasting Service of New Zealand 
was generous in allotting time for speakers and special 
features. The campaign was opened by an address 
by the Right Hon. Peter Fraser, the Prime Minister, 
as Patron of the New Zealand Library Association. 
The programme also included a recording of an address 
by Miss May Lamberton Becker, well known in America 
for her work in the field of children’s books. 

The newspapers were sympathetic and, besides 
reporting activities of the Week, published articles on 
various aspects of books for the young, contributed 
by library personnel. Subjects dealt with included : 
“Contributions to children’s literature by foreign 


countries”, ‘Training requirements for school and 
children’s librarians’, ‘‘General principles of book 
selection”, “Education for democracy through books’, 
“England’s contribution to early children’s literature” , 
“The place of children’s literature in the democracy”, 
etc. 

Displays of children’s books were arranged by lib- 
raries and bookshops, and much ingenuity and pains- 
taking effort were shown in their planning. The 
Country Library Service, whose Schools Section has 
a large stock of the best examples of modern children’s 
literature, made available loan collections of new 
children’s books for public libraries. Training colleges, 
primary and secondary schools, and social and cultural 
organizations were invited to visit these displays, and in 
most cases the librarians took the opportunity of addres- 
sing the visitors. Some libraries specialized in poster 
and essay competitions and a literary treasure hunt. 

Early in 1945 the New Zealand Library Association 
decided to make timely preparations for another Book 
Week in November. An introductory circular letter 
was: sent in April to libraries affiliated with the New 
Zealand Library Association, and these libraries were 
kept regularly informed of the proposals of the Central 
Committee. A second letter, inviting the librarians 
of public libraries to form local ‘‘Children’s Book Week 
Committees”, followed, and short!y afterwards a_ third 
circular, setting forth suggestions for organizing the 
Week in local communities, was dispatched. 

(New Zealand libraries, 8 : 10-14, 86-87. Jan./Feb., 

June 1945) 


BRANCH COMMITTEES 


NORTHERN TRANSVAAL BRANCH 
Chairman: Mr. H. RtBpBENs 
Foint Secretaries: Miss C. BRESLER ; Miss A. WARREN, 
State Library, Pretoria 
Members: Miss T. Preiss, Mrs. L. Smit, Miss S. T. 
Speicut, Mrs. A. VILJOEN, Miss H. Wiccetr 
SOUTHERN TRANSVAAL BRANCH 


Chairman: Miss D. M. TurNER 

Vice-Chairman: Miss K. BRABAZON 

Secretaries: Miss E. Dixon, Sir John Adamson Junior 
High School, Johannesburg; Miss P. Isaacson, 
Public Library, Johannesburg 


Members: Miss N. ByncG, Miss C. MErRINGTON, 
Mr. H. P. Mucper, Miss E. HARTMANN (representing 
South African libraries), Miss Haze. Mews (Branch 
Representative) 


CAPE BRANCH 


(Provisonal Committee) 


Mr. R. F. IMMELMAN (Convener); Miss N. G. HEN- 
SHILWoopD; Mr. R. ENstin; Miss E. VEntTRIS; 
Miss L. E. Taytor; Miss A. L. STEPHENS; Mr. 
Nico LE Roux 


MORIJA PRINTING WORKS 
MORIJA, BASUTOLAND 
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